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Week 2: Money/Belongings

Discussion Overview:  In this series we are looking at all the different parts of our life that God has given us to manage and asking God what He wants us to do with those things in order to bring Him glory. This week we are looking at our money and our stuff. In our culture especially,  we can become very materialistic and consumed with having the newest and the best or having the most money. Our culture idolizes financial success but the Bible talks about using our money and our belongings in a way that is pretty counter cultural. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Key Scripture   Genesis 1:26-31, Luke 16:1-13, Matthew 6:19-24, Matthew 25:14-30, Hebrews 13:5, Leviticus 27:30-34

Getting Started 
· What are some of your possessions that you could not live without? Make a list of the top 5
· Is money important to you. Why or why not?
· How do you make money? What do you spend most of your money on? 

Pro Tip:  The New Testament does not command believers to tithe 10% but that is something that was established in the Old Testament (Lev. 27:30-34) and is generally a good rule of thumb for how people give to the church today. What’s more important is that we give to God because we love Him and He should come first in every area of our lives including finances. (2 Cor. 9:6-8)

Digging Deeper
· Read Matthew 25:14-30. There are 3 major points here.
· God trusts all people with a certain portion of his resources and expects them to manage it wisely.
· God’s people are encouraged and rewarded when they act faithfully with those resources
· People who fail to use God’s gifts for His service are punished. 
· What money and resources has God given you to manage?
· Are they being used wisely and faithfully? 
· Read Matthew 6:19-24. 
· What does it mean to store up treasures in heaven?
· If you are truly honest, are there earthly possessions you value more than heavenly ones? 
· How can you be a better manager of the money and belongings God has given to you?
· Leaders might suggest a budget, encourage tithing, maybe even decide to support a ministry as a life group.
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